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llbn$4 i! tht non tuble^ile olr dnsu^6

I tukt gNdtt a lo,N tine dsa

Tot aurt tut hau hedtd nl

Ut di.lt t btil.l tha llde to ldtt fo4lvt
Itth't a'IlN'. Uhdt d Qrett'Iiut

Ilone Burnett was irhi,ays more liagile rhan he
rcemed. er en Jc, r crrr ' lgo rr hen he rr ar t he gal
l c r p i r g  w i l d  m l n  , r f  l t u h  I  t v l a n ' s  m i d - r , r - o , '

Rolling Thundcr Rcvuc, thc merry prankster u'ith the aviator gof+alcs ancl the lasso l'ith
u'hich hctl occasionallv rope Iloger -NlcGuinn onstage. It v'as I)ylan's sho*; of course, but
T Bone, a half fbot taller than anvone clsc in thc bancl, jcrkv and frantic likc a marioncttc
*,hosc strings weren't connected quitc right, was hard to ignorc. * * * Evervonc cxpectcd
l.rim to become a star. FIis circlc ofadvocates anclatlmirers, awho's who ofsingers, songwrit
ers, and big thinkers not just D\.lan but Kris Kristoff'erson, Y/arren Zcvon, Sam Shcpard,
Pete'lbv'nshcncl, rncl later on, Elvis Costello,'Ibm rWaits, and Bono-v.crc smittcn with his
songli.riting pro*'css and ofI kilter charm. He v'as thc human equir.alcnt ofthat semisccret
backroom club whcrc only hipsters in the knov'hang out. Six fcct fir'c, with impossibly long
arms, a sl.rock ofstraw-coloretl hair that, to this dar swings down over his right e-vebrorq and
a penchant lirr tlark glasses and darker clothes, he lookcd ljkc a fronticr prcachcr an<l s;rng likc
a man possessed. I)eople noticcd him, cvcn ifthev werent alrvavs sure who he u'as.

"lle hds a pcculiar qualiqv of craziness altut hin. Shepard

sror of Burnett in R /r,A Thun'ler Logbaah, hi\ .hnni.le t'f

thar r.avcling musical rncus. "He\ the onlv one on the tour I m

not slrc has relaiive controlover hnv,olent dark side.IIe\ not

scan IIci jusl c.au'Those {ere the days when Burnett aas

capablc oftrasbing a re{au.int ju$ b see what kind ot rea.

tio! hcd gct $rtb b's veBion of"dction painting, whichbasi

callv consi$ed of!ftcding the qJh trnh foulmixrlrcs or*hat

everwaswnhin Rjngi.B disrlncc, includ'ngbut noi limited to

credn cheesc, urinc. a.d beer
"l santcd ro knos how ar I couldgo, thit! for s$e," Bur

nfit sa_!s, o$nin8 up to the exceses of hn past cvcn as bc dc

knowledges thdt mdnr of thcm scrc just lbr sbow "I s?s ncvcr

reallv Jl th.t cr.zy" hc saF, hdfvhcF.'ng, as 'fadmitting a

long beld sccrct But I $ouldbchave mctaphoricall) rrine\ "

He n wncr .nd .onsidcrably calmc. .ow, his ban rhinncr,
hisbodvsidcr more I'kc anA frame and lcss likc a beanpole.

Hr face s $11 rcmirkrl'ly unse.tbcrcd. cvccpt arolnd thc

eyes, *hcrc tbc vcais hlvc lcft tbcn mark. That may explain

shv hc has rctaincd hn p.ocliv,tv for sunglasse!. On a lridal

night io lateApdlhc is s{tioSin thc kircbcn oftbc.ented lvo

stor),house in Brenr$ood that bas bccn his homc and his srudio

sincc ry98, s earins a buttoned up .ddigan, looking tired.lt u

gettiDsclosc to midnight, and bc is drinkingtca tbat smclls Iikc

a campfirc and ixirS a pcppcroni sandw'ch, evcn though bc

knows it! wa),too l.tc lora t8 ycaFold oanwho:abour roSo

or a lcnglhy road rip to bc cating ihings like thai.

In just a tt$ weeks Burnett *ill embrk on his first tull

blosn tour (including.June zo perfolmancc at thc v'ikhnc

lbell-lheaterl silcc 1986. Hc had lost i.tcrcst in his ovn sonSs
for a sbilc and bascd on his reco.d sales, a$umed tbe publ'c

had. ioo. I.{cad, hc had sb'ftcd hn attcntion to otbcr pco-

plet $unds, becoming one ofthe mos soughr after produc

e6intown, crafting breakthrouSh alb(ms lbr Ls Lobos, lbn!

Bennett, the v/.llflowers, Ca$andr. \X/i1son, Gillian vtlch,

R,lpb Stinlelr', Roy Orbison, his ao.derwife Sm Phillips, and

his old hiend Costello. Ile eas thc driving musicaltorcc bc
hind lhc muhiplatinum O Bftthq Vbm An Tbox! sorrrltu k.

puttinSh,msrlf'n the forefront ofa resurgen.c ofroots musc

inAderica and in the process, sinnirg. roo: Grammy as Pro

l o p i n g


