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For al of its skin-degp emphasis on sex,
scalpds and supeficiality, its outrageous
plot lines, gruesome medical scenes and
gasp-generating bedroom couplings
(Can Americaever bethe same after
seeing Rose O@onnél and Julian
McMahon hunping on a zebra-print
rug?, Nip/TuckQ the Emmy and
Golden Globewinning plastic surgery
soap opaa aboutto begin its 5" season
on FX, has aways had a more profound
undelying question at its heart: Can
people really re-invent themselves?

[t@ wha Nip/Tuck has always been
about, agarish and gory exploration of
theideatha, if you have enoughmoney
and know theright people, you can
changeyoursdlf , ontheoutsideat least,
into whoyou always wanted to be All it
takesisthedice of aknife, theinjection
of aneedle to make yoursdlf, thinne,
prettier, notso easily ignaed. Orell me
wha you don®like aboutyourself,Othe
surgeonsask every prospective patient,
asif they can fix whaever@wrong.

Julian McMahon,launched into
internaiond stardomand a burgeoning
feature film career by hisNip/Tuck
portrayal of bad-boy plastic surgeon Dr.
Christian Troy, a charming cad whose
sedudion skills are more findy honel
than his surgical techniques, undestands
this better than mog. On the cusp of
turning 40 years old, he has spent mog
of hislife being judgel by his
appearance, of people assuming that
because of how hewas raised -- the
privileged son of a prominent Audralian
political family - and how helooked B
tall, broad-shouldered and fashion-modd
handsome -- tha they undestoodwho
hewas.

Of 1@ stayed in Audralia, | could never
have been myself,Oheis saying, settling
into achar in histrailer onthe
Paramountlot, still infull Christian
Troy modebbronzed, tweezed and
natily attired Bjug after shooing yet
another scenethat involved him making
unwanted (mogly) advancesona
woman in apricey hotel roomthat led to
her shouing, Gh My God, youregois
s0 huge it@ awonde your head doesn®
explodeO

Q never knew where the attention was
coming from,OMcMahon says, leaning



back, donewith acting for theday,
explaining why, when hewas barely 20
yearsold, he decided to move overseas,
first to Europeand then America, to
pursue a modding career tha would lead
to acting and, eventudly, success on his
own terms, alife tha hebuilt for
himself. Of 1@ stayed (in Sydney) and
succeeded | would have always
wondeed wasit because | had talent or
because | had aname? | jug wanted to
beonmy own.O

Julian was only three years old when his
father, Sir William McMahon, became
Augralia® Prime Minister in 1971.
Althoughhewas Prime Minister for only
ayear, heremained a patent naiond
political figure untl his death in 1988
and his wife, Julian@® mother, Lady
Sonia McMahon, nowin her mid 703,
the Jackie O. of Sydney fashionand
sodd circles, a GrandeDame divato
this day, famoustheworld over for a
scanddoudy side-dit dress shewore to
Richard Nixon®White Hous.
Photographsof ha walking down a
staircase, showing gasp-induang
amounts of thigh, were an internaiond
sensation.

So Julian and histwo sisters,, Deborah,
oneyear older, and Deborah, five years
younge, grew upinthespotlight,
burdened by expectationstha he
struggled againg, even as achild. O was
four or fiveyears old when | told my
paentsthat | didn@wannacatch alimo
to school anymore, | wanted to ridethe
busOhesays, in his Americanized
Aussie accent, flattened by theyears
away from his homeland. BBecause |
wanted to belike the other students. And
this thing tha took me to school
separated me more than they could ever
imagine.O

Q was aways the smart ass,Ohe says,
describing how hetried to fit in with the
other kids Qloing stupid stuff, tryingto
make jokes, tryingto get my
schoolmates to laugh.

Q needed to beaccepted, so much so
tha | would have doneanythingto do
that

He worked hard to bethoughtof by his
classmates as something more than Qhe
sonof . . .OHe became theclass joker,
thefast playgroundwit and, as he
became older and more athletic, the big
man on campus thecaptain of the
rowing team, therugbyteam, the
president of his class. But, even then,
there were assumptions Because hewas
an athlete, hewasn®suppod to be
interested in theater or debae. There
were always expectations always
pressures to bewha hewas suppo®d to
be

He went alongwith them for awhile. He
went to law school. He joined theright
organizations. But, hewas always a bit
of awild child, looking for trouble,
acting out He could have ended up

being jud another spoiled rich kid, living
hislifein theclubsand thetabloids the
Paris Hilton of hisday. O was upfor
anything,Ohe says now.

When, still in histeens hedropped out
of law schoolto beamodd, his parents
were, to say theleast, skeptical. And he
certainly didn®@do it with any kind of
longrterm gods in mind. He@ met some
guysat a paty, went ona couple of
shoof, got offersto goto Europeand
jumped at thechance. It was alark, he
says now, more than anything, a chance
to be on his own, bumaround Q started
making some money, meeting beautiful



women and | thought @t doesn®get any
better than this. | can dothisfor therest
of my life.@®

He@ retumned to Sydney for his father®
funeal, when hewasfirst approached
aboutacting, offered apart in Audralian
sogp opaacalled Home and Away..O
tha is still going after 20 years ontheair
and also launched such well-known
names as Guy Pearce and Naomi Watts.
It could have been jus another frivolous
sidetrip, another way to avoid the
seriousresponsbilities of adulthood,but
McMahonquickly discovered tha
acting, for him, was something more, a
way to access emotionsthat his
upbringing had taughthim to suppress. It
was arevelation.

Orhat series had some extraordinary
English and Audralian actorsin it who
were so passionae aboutwha they did
tha it was intoxicating,Ohe says. O
realized thiswas away to really discover
and learn more abouthuman beingsand
yourself, that it really is an endless pit. |
was fascinaed.O

But his success on (Home and AwayO
meant hewas aso a public figure agan,
with all thebaggage of hisfamily name.
His courtship, oneyear marriageand
divorce from Dannili Minogue sister of
popstar Kylie Minogue in 1992 was
paparazzi gold, two youngsexy stars
condantly outonthetown. . It wastime
for McMahonto moveto America, a
time re-make himself.

Q just wanted to be onmy own and
America seemed a goodfit,Ohe says.

Q had to start auditioning,Ohe says of
his early daysin New York, Gand |
remember thinking, @kay, wha am |
doing hee?Q @ walk into theroomand
these people were like, we don®give a
damn whoyou are. And | thoughtmaybe
| should goback home.. But then |
realized, if | can®face this chdlengeat
this pointin my life, | might be screwed
later on. So why notjud give myself a
chance. | needed to find outwha | could
doO

Hisfirst break in Americawas getting a
pat on GAnother WorldGin 1992.Then
came the prime-time shows: as
Detective John Grant on Profiler in
1996,demonic seducer Cole Turner
Charmed in 2000and, findly, Nip/Tuck
in 2003.In al of them, he played
devilish rogues of onekind or another,
the master of theraised eyebrow and
indnuding remark. Christian Troy isthe
character who made him famous that
led to him being cast asthevillainous
Dr. Doomin the Grantastic FourOfeature
films and as Sandra Bullocks possibly-
dead/possibly-not husandin
@remonition.O The expectationsof his
childhoodhave been replaced by new
assumptions that maybe cadsand
aristocrats are the only parts he can play.
Tha maybe some version of Christian
Troy isall hecan ever be

Dylan Walsh, his Nip/Tuck co-
star thinks such assumptionswould be
foolish., tha his pd@ natural charm
(eB like an old-fashioned movie star,0
Walsh says) and tendency to bethe
center of attention (McMahonstole the
show at this summer@ Nip/Tudk press
presentation by indsting that the sex
scenes, in his opinion, aren®nearly
kinky enough)may lead people to



undeestimate what a skilled and serious
actor heis.

HeB got tha Augralian knack
for saying irreverent thingsand getting
away with them,OWalsh says. But | see
him beng aleading man in movies for
years to come. |@e adways said with his
talent and his goodlooks heand | will
gofar.O

Even when they®e not doing
scenes togdher, Walsh and McMahon
arevirtudly inseparable on the set,
proneto lengthy ping-ponggames and
hours of hanging outin oneanothe®@
trailers. tend to hang outin each othe®
trailer. H® like abrother in away,0
McMahonsays of his co-star. QVe have
similar pahstha weQetraveled in our
lives, induding marriage, divorce, losng
apaentearly in life, children. | don®
know if you bdievein destiny but| feel
like we were set onapah that cross at
some point in time. Thefact that we®e
notsick of each othe is pretty amazing
initsaf.0

[t@ easy enough,McMahon
admits, for him to encouragethenotion
some may have that he@ still an just
overgrown playboy, destined to leer for
aliving. But it wouldn®be true, no more
than thenotiontha hewasjug a spoiled
rich kid, or that he@ follow in his
father@ footsteps tha he@ bewhat he
was expected to be

In truth, he spendsmog of his
time with his seven-year old daughr,
Madison, from histwo-year marriagein
hemid 19906to actress BrookeBums
Heisalifetime gadener, agoumet
cook, more likely to spend histime
cooking dinna and tending plants than

patyinguntl davn. He works out dally,
running and cycling, would play more
golf and do more snow skiing if heonly
had thetime. But he® too busy working
to chase thewilder pursuits of hisyouth.
QQe till gotawild sideOhe
says. notas wild as Christian, cause
tha can®happen without goingto
prison. But in some regards, he@ notfar
fromwho |@e been at momentsin time,
My idea of abig nightnowis jus going
outwith friends having a couple of
drinksand some goodfood O

He@® a gadge addict, hesays,
with a propendty for acquiring |pods(Q
think | have about40Q and televisions
He won®deny having as many as 30
televison setsin his hous as onetime,
induding onein every bathroom

(But nooneis ever jug one
thing. Even when | was kind of agypsy
in my teensand 203, | knew | always
wanted kids | always|loved gardening,
even then. There@ amix of peoplein
everyone

Or esterday, | had aday off and |
spent it with my daugher. | picked her
up in themorning, we got milkshakes,
went to thezoo for a couple of hous,
had burgers, went for a swim and
played, watched Scooby Doo and that, to
meisapefect day. | can®imagine
doing anything better than that.O

Julian McMahon, asked if heisa
goodfather, saysthat, absolutely, heis.

(Because | let her bewho she
needsto be Ohesays. Q let her express
herself and | let her explore herself as
much as possible. Shewon®have the
pressures | had. Shecan bewhoshe
wantsto be O
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